Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Youth  Evangelism  Conf.  taking  shape 


Shannon  Slover,  minister  to  youth  at  Boulevard  Church,  Meridian  (adults.  Old 
First  Church,  Laurel,  who  is  coordinating  Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Clinton). 

YEC  along  with  Fletcher,  stressed  the  "As  you  can  see,  we  have  an  incredible 
three  goals  of  the  conference:  "First,  we  lineup  of  people  that  are  sold  out  to  Jesus 
want  to  point  students  to  Christ.  We  Christ  and  ready  to  minister  to  the  needs  of 
desire  for  you  to  bring  lost  students  with  your  students/  Slover  said, 
you  because  they  wfll  hear  the  Gospel  Conference  registration  will  begin  at 
clearly  presented  on  Thursday  evening  noon  on  December  30,  with  youth  minis- 
in  session  two.  Second,  we  want  students  ters/ counselors  meeting  at  i:15  p  m.  in 

Swor  Auditorium  and  the  first 

V  f  ^  ,*  ’/»♦  >  *  V*  V*;*  bee  inning  .1:  1 

v  \\  vV  *»  session  will  end  at  4  p  m 
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The  2004  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference  (YEC)  on 
December  30-31  at  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton  will  feature  marathon  runner 
Wade  Morris  of  Birmingham,  author  and 
founder  of  The  Journey,  an  expository 
Bible  study  and  devotional 
on  C6. 

Worship  leader  for  the  con-  HHHHR 
ference  will  be  Jake  Gulledge 
of  Atlanta,  founder  of  Jake 
Gulledge  Ministries/Just  H|H| 
Worship  and  a  frequent  must- 
cal  guest  at  the  annual 
Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  M1I1M11 


three.  Session  three  will  dis¬ 
miss  at  11  a.m. 

Participants  will  return  at 


1:15  p.m.  for  breakout 
groups,  with  the  final  session 
beginning  at  2:30  p.m.  The 
conference  will  dismiss  at 


I"A.E.  Wood  Coliseum  was 
full  last  year  and  we  are 
expecting  an  overflow  crowd 
this  year.  Most  of  the  motel 
rooms  right  around  the 
Clinton  area  are  already  gone. 

"We  have  had  so  many 
calls  over  the  last  couple  of 
months  from  churches  that 
have  never  been  to  YEC,  but 
because  they  know  Wade  or 
Jake,  they  are  planning  on 
attending  this  year. 

"We  feel  like  Wade,  Jake, 
and  A  View  from  the  Branch 
are  the  best  team  we  have 
ever  had  at  YEC.  It  promises 
to  be  an  incredible  two  days! 
You  will  not  want  to  miss  this 
year's  event,"  Fletcher  said. 
Pre-registrations  must 
arrive  in  the  MBCB  Evangelism 
Department  before  4:30  p.m.  on 
December  15.  Pre-registration  cost  is  $10 
per  person.  Cost  is  $15  per  person  at  die 
door.  Cash  and  checks  (made  payable  to 
MBCB)  will  be  accepted.  No  credit  cards 
can  be  accepted  for  p re- registration  or  at 
the  door.  No  refunds  after  December  15. 

For  more  information,  registration  forms, 
or  to  arrange  for  special  needs  (handicap 
assistance,  deaf  interpretation,  etc.),  contact 
Elaine  Smith  at  die  MBCB  Evangelism 
Department.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3278  or 
tolHree  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext 
278.  E-mail:  esmith@mbcb.prg. 

To  download  a  mail-in  registration 
form  or  for  information  on  area  hotels, 

fo  to  www.mbcb.org  and  click  on  2004 
outh  Evangelism  Conference. 
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Mississippi  to  share  their  faith  I 

■  :  -am  a  ,  n  pnu 

tical  methods  to  do  that.  He 

will  also  share  the  Gospel  presentation  on  to  see  themselves  as  God  sees  them 
Thursday  night  and  give  an  invitation  to  precious,  valuable,  and  able  to  accc 
receive  Christ.  plish  much  for  our  Lord.  Third,  we  w 

"Churches  need  to  challenge  their  stu-  to  challenge  your  students  to  beco 
dents  to  bring  their  lost  friends.  If  you  courageous  in  sharing  their  faith  a 
would  like  to  know  more  about  Wade,  honoring  God  with  their  lives, 
check  out  his  website  at  wademorris.com,"  In  addition  to  the  worship  sessio 
Fletcher  said.  breakout  groups  will  be  available  t 

"Jake  Gulledge  has  been  a  friend  of  led  by: 
mine  for  some  ten  years.  Fie  is  also  a  friend  •  Philip  Wood,  junior  high  pastoi 
to  many  of  the  youth  ministers  and  stu-  *  Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg,  (seventh  t 
dents  in  our  state.  Jake  has  led  worship  for  eighth  graders.  New  Sanctuary  or  F 
Super  Summer  and -Youth  Night  ana  we  Church,  Clinton), 
are  excited  to  have  him  lead  worship  for  •  J.D.  Simpson,  executive  director  of  F 

YEC.  You  can  learn  more  about  Jake  at  his  Priority-Hub  City  Network  in  Hatbesbi 
website,  justworship.org.,''  Fletcher  said.  (ninthjgraders,  Alumni  Flail  Gym). 

"A  View  from  the  Branch  is  an  awesome  •  Gary  Permenter,  founder  of  G 
drama  team  that  will  add  to  the  conference  Permenter  Ministries  in  Columbus.  (1 
in  so  many  ways.  Students  respond  to  graders,  Swor  Auditorium), 
drama.  We  heard  from  so  many  students  •  Wade  Morris  (11th  and  12th  grad 
and  youth  ministers  desiring  drama  to  be  a  Grand  Flail  in  Student  Union), 
part  of  YEC  and  we  are  excited  that  God  •  Jim  Futral,  MBCB  executive  direc 
fed  us  to  this  team,"  Fletcher  said.  treasurer,  and  Kevin  Jones,  pastor  of  S 
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All  that  glitters 


ambling  in  all  its  many  now-legal  wish  it  never  happened.  It 
■forms  has  for  years  been  promoted  was  totally  a  nightmare,"  he 

>  told  Goodstein. 

,  t  Other  lottery  winners 
working  who  actually  lost  in  the 
long  run,  according  to 
Goodstein,  include: 

•  Suzanne  Mullins,  who 
won  $4.2  million  in  the 
Virginia  Lottery  in  1993.  She 
pay  your  is  now  deeply  in  debt  and 
ie  mortgage  company  facing  a  judgment  against 
„  ,  it  No  problem!  her  of  nearly  $155,000. 

Everything  can  be  taken  care  of  by  spin-  •  Ken  Proxmire,  who 
ning  the  wheels  of  casino  machines  won  one  million  dollars  in 


Editor's 

Notebook 


to  tiie  American  people  as  a  way  to 
get  rich  quick  and  short-circuit  all  the  quaint 
old  notions  about  ambition  and 
hard  to  get  ahead.  Very  few  mo: 
without  big  newspaper  headlines  c 
someone  down  on  their  luck  whc  ,  _ 
won  a  million  dollars  at  a  casino  or  $150  mil¬ 
lion  in  a  multi-state  lottery. 

Facing  bankruptcy?  Can't 
medical  Dills?  Is  thi 
foreclosing  on  your  homef  N 


HON61,  TPON’T  tveft  tilt* 

THAT  BUS**'. 


or  buying  a  fistful  of  lottery  tickets  the  Michigan  lottery. 
—  because  we  all  know  that  money  Within  five  years,  he  was 
solves  everything,  right?  forced  to  file  bankruptcy. 

Not  exactly.  The  web  site,  •  Willie  Hurt,  who  also 
Bankrate.com.,  recently  published  a  won  the  Michigan  lottery 
series  of  authoritative  articles  writ-  to  the  tune  of  $3.1  million 
ten  by  Ellen  Goodstein  that  really  in  1989.  Two  years  later,  he 
nails  down  the  fantasy /fallacy  of  was  penniless  and  charged 
gambling  as  a  ticket  to  Easy  Street.  with  murder. 

"For  a  lot  of  people,  winning  the  •  Janite  Lee  won  $18  mil- 
lottery  is  the  American  dream.  But  lion  in  the  Missouri  Lottery 
for  many  lottery  winners,  the  reali-  in  1993,  but  filed  for  bank- 
ty  is  more  like  a  nightmare,"  ruptcy  a  few  years  later  with 
Goodstein  writes.  only  $700  in  assets. 

ii/lifi _ ! _ iL  .  1... _  •  i.  «  J  a  .  .  ... 


William  H 


vays  •  A  winner  who  wished  ' 

elyn  to  be  identified  only  as 
riot-  being  from  the  Southeast, 

.986)  won  a  $4.2  million  lottery 
jackpot  in  the  early  199Cfs 
but  is  now  broke,  divorced,  and  living  with 

All  of  those  horror  stories  are  merely 
one  dark  side  of  legalized  jumbling  that 
tracked  down  Mississippians  should  consider  when 
Post,  won  we  are  confronted-with  the  next  pie-in- 

,  -  - j - -i  the-sky  scheme  from  the  gambling/ 

lottery  in  1988.  Within  a  year,  all  the  money  political  complex  in  this  state. 

Ay  a  matter  qf  fact,  Mississippi  could  be 
the  next  sad  entry  on  Goodsteiri’s  losers 
money,  list.  As  legislators  convene  in  early  January 
to  face  the  most  serious  state  budget  crisis 
in  decades,  we  should  all  remember  that 
!  gambling /political  complex  assured  us 
icf  continues  to  assure  us  to  this  dav) 


Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


what  it’s  cracked  up  to  be/  sa 
Adams,  who  wen  the  New  J 
tery  not  just  once  but  twice  (T 
to  the  tune  of  $5.4  million.  Today  the  money  is 
all  gone  and  Adams  lives  in  a  trailer. 

i  won  the  American  dream  but  I  lost  it,  his/her  adult  children, 
too.  It  was  a  very  hard  fall.  It’s  called  rock 
bottom/  says  Adams." 

Another  lottery  winner  I 
by  Goodstein,  William  "Bud 
more  than  $16  million  in  the  Pennsylvania 

|.tx _ s _  ■*  non  Tin.1  •  e  e  .«  * 

was  gone  and  he  was  one  million  dollars  in 
debt.  His  brother  allegedly  attempted  to 
hire  a  hit  man  to  kill  nim  for  the  r 
and  Post  himself  served  a  sentence  for 
shooting  at  a  bill  collector. 

Post  is  now  bankrupt  and  living  off  $450  a  the 
month  in  Social  Security  and 
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stamps.  I  (and  continues  to  assure  us  to  this  day)  prosperity.  When  will  we  come  to  our  senses? 


hen  our  son  Matthew 


Guest  Opinion 


V  V  was  a  preschooler,  he 
loved  to  go  to  Mission 
Friends  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  our  church. 
Following  prayer  meeting 
one  week,  he  came  to  his  pas¬ 
tor's  office  (who  happened  to 
be  his  father),  proudly  carry¬ 
ing  a  puzzle  he  had  created. 

As  ne  assembled  it  cm  Larry's 
desk,  he  became  quite  upset. 
Trying  to  finish  tire  puzzle  with- 
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Don 't  lose  the 
T  in  missions 

By  Wanda  Lee,  exec,  director/treasurer 
.  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  SBC 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
James  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


out  much  success,  Matthew 

finally  told  Larry  the  puzzle  my  knowledge  and  under- 
was  not  complete.  Somewhere  standing  of  the  world  and  its 
along  the  way,  he  had  dropped  people.  I  am  personally 
the  V  out  of  missions.  responsible  for  aeveloping 

Out  of  the  mouths  of  our  my  view  of  the  world  in  a  way 
children  often  come  signify  that  reflects  the  heart  of  God: 
cant  truths.  The  T*  in  missions  also 

If  we  lose  the  ”1”  out  of  mis-  means  I  am  responsible  for 
sions,  we  just  have  another  pro-  those  I  pray  for  and  how  I  pray, 
gram  that  people  can  opt  in  If  my  prayers  are  always 
and  out  of  at  will.  Missions  is  focused  on  my  needs,  the  needs 
not  a  program;  it  has  been  a  of  my  family,  or  the  concerns  of 
part  of  God's  heart  from  the  my  church,  then  I  have  left  the 

beginning  of  the  ages,  as  He  - 

sought  to  restore  fellowship 
with  His  people.  From  the  call 
of  Abraham  in  the  Old 

Testament  to  Jesus'  parting  j 

words  to  all  of  His  followers  to 
go  and  tell  the  good  news,  mis- 

sions  is  living  a  Christlike  life.  i 

What  does  the  "I”  in  mis-  (  - _ 

sions  mean  to  you?  For  me,  ■***  ®  P**PJ** 
the  1"  dictates  that  I  grow  in  Hhi 


I  out  of  missions.  God  desires  As  we  enter  this  focused  sea- 
that  out  of  my  relationship  son  of  prayer  and  giving  for  a 
with  Him,  my  knowledge  of  world  desperately  m  need  of  a 
eveloping  the  needs  of  the  world  and  my  personal  relationship  with 
personal  experiences  in  serving  Christ,  what  will  you  do  to 
Him,  I  lift  up  those  around  the  educate  yourself  about  the 
world  who  are  lost  and  those  needs  of  the  people  around  the 
who  have  committed  them-  world?  How  will  you  pray? 
selves  to  serve  sacrificially.  What  will  you  give  to  the  Lottie 
The  "I"  in  missions  also  Moon  Christmas  Offering? 
means  I  am  personally  respon-  Matthew  understood^ at  an 
sible  for  giving  of  my  financial  early  age  that  if  we  lose  the 
resources  so  God's  message  can  "I"  out  of  missions,  we  have 

— — — ; — — - - -  missed  the  reason  we  cele- 

Week  of  Prayer  for  brate  Christmas  in  the  first 

International  Missions  place.  Missions  is  personal, 

*  and  -and  the  mission  calf  is  from 

emational  Mission  Study  God's  heart  to  each  of 
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ours. 

The  national  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  is  an  auxil¬ 
iary  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  is  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Birmingham. 


IMB:  Gospel  moving  among  people  groups 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  — 

The  Gospel  began  making 
inroads  this  past  year  among 
131  people  groups  that  previ¬ 
ously  had  little  or  no  access  to 
the  Good  News  of  salvation  in 
Jesus  Christ,  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  trustees 
were  told  during  a  Nov.  16-17 
meeting  in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  trustees  also  heard  a 
report  of  more  than  600,000  over¬ 
seas  baptisms,  adopted  a  $283.1 
million  oudget  for  2005,  and  per¬ 
sonally  pleaged  $88,396  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  International  Missions. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
and  their  overseas  Baptist  part¬ 
ners  engaged  163  people  groups 
for  the  first  time  during  2003, 
said  Gordon  Fort,  the  ooard's 
vice  president  for  overseas  oper¬ 
ations.  Of  those,  131  unreached 
groups  —  representing  152  mil¬ 
lion  souls  —  had  virtually  no  •  Non-residential  leadership 
access  to  the  Good  News  of  sal-  training  enrollment  jumped 
vation  in  Jesus  Christ.  29%  (24,809)  to  110,356; 

International  Mission  Board  •  Residential  leadership 
workers  also  reported  that  training  recorded  an  increase  of  sion 
607,132  believers  were  bap-  909  (4.1  percent)  to  22,959;  inert 
tized,  a  net  increase  of  97,973  •  International  missionaries  that 

(19.2%).  Just  last  year  the  fielded  by  Baptist  partners  rose  Tj 
number  of  baptisms  passed  22.6%  (351)  to  a  total  of  1,901;  of  1 
500,000  for  the  first  time.  •  Baptist  partner  home  mis-  boar 

The  total  number  of  congrega-  sionaries  totaled  3,920,  an  ”whi 
tions  worldwide  reached  99,495,  a  increase  of  1,595  (68.6%).  The  fow« 
net  increase  of  15,480  (18.4%)  over  large  increase  in  Bus  category  miss 
the  previous  year.  That  growth  was  partly  the  result  of  better  the  ( 
was  fed  by  21/128  new  Baptist  application  of  the  correct  defin-  A 
congregations,  an  increase  of  4,428  ition  of  "home  missionary"  dur-  Hatl 
(26.7%).  Of  those  new  churches,  ing  the  collection  of  data.  seas 

16,891  were  produced  by  church-  M,These  numbers  provide  a  man 
planting  movements  among  snapshot  of  the  amazing  way  be  n 
approximately  50  people  groups.  Goa  is  moving  lost  people  all  to  ti 

In  other  categories  of  the  over  the  world  to  faith  in  that 


"We  need  to  let  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  know  the  size 
of  the  task  that  remains  and 
that  it  can  be  achieved  in  the 
next  few  years,"  Hatley  said. 
"This  is  not  a  goal;  it  is  a  man¬ 
date  given  to  us  by  our  Lord." 

The  trustees  also  adopted  a 
2005  budget  of  $283.1  million 
that  represented  an  increase 


Week  of  Prayer  for 
International  Missions 

and 

International  Mission  Study 

Nov.  28-Dec.  5,  2004 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering* 

National  Goal:  $150  million 
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ship  climbed  another  7.2%  "The  evangelical  world  is  plan  anti 
(498,886)  to  a  total  of  7,451,242.  aware  as  never  before  concern-  §99.6  milli 

•  Bible  teaching  enrollment  ing  the  number  of  people  groups  Baptists' 
rose  234,318  (6.3%)  to  3,942,886;  and  significant  population  seg-  Program  g 

•  New  believers  in  disciple-  ments  that  remain  without  a  $150  millu 
ship  training  reached  490,046,  Christian  witness,"  he  added.  Moon  Chri 
an  increase  of  66,760  (15.8%).  "This  gap  in  global  witness  gives  The  spei 
More  than  80%  of  the  people  us  a  growing  sense  of  urgency.  $243.8  milli 
baptized  this  past  year  were  While  waiting  for  a  witness,  the  ations,  an  ii 

eternal  destiny  of  lost  men  and  $20.3  millic 
women  hangs  in  the  balance.  The  $37.7  i 
"We  want  to  sound  a  trumpet  stateside  z 
call  to  Southern  Baptists  to  promotion 
assemble  all  the  resources  neces¬ 
sary  to  complete  the  task  in  this  ^ 

generation.  It  is  my  conviction 
iem  Baptists  are  a  mis- 
>le.  They  will  rise  to  the  Z1  V 
;  global  opportunities  ' 
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surpass  the 


Christians  should  respond  to  the  drastic  changes  in  gambling-impact¬ 
ed  communities  py  planting  churches  that  target  casino  employees  and 
gamblers,  speakers  say  during  a  Home  Mission  Board  sponsored  confer¬ 
ence,  A  Church  in  Glitzville,  in  Laughlin,  Nev. 


Thirteen-year-old  Stacy  Andrews  of  Hillcrest  Church,  New 
Albany,  wins  first  place  and  a  recording  contract  in  the  National 
Quartet  Convention  Talent  Search  with  a  rendition  of.  Because  of 
Who  You  Are,  a  contemporary  Christian  song. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  takes  one  of  its  strongest  stands  in 
the  temperance  field  by  again  calling  upon  the  Governor  and  legislators 
to  make  good  their  promise  concerning  the  mandate  provision  of 
Referendum  Bill,  Senate  Bill  No.  565,  session  of  1952. 


Another  15-20  minutes  passed 
and  the  pilot  told  us  we  would 
soon  be  given  clearance.  Another 
five  or  10  minutes  passed  and  we 
left.  I  had  not  only  arrived  in  time 
I  was  way  early. 

God  reminded  me  to  be 
patient.  I  did  not  do  or  say  any¬ 
thing  that  would  bother  anyone 
else,  but  it  did  bother  me,  and  that 
was  not  good.  Not  only  did  I  get 
irritated  because  some  other  folks 
weren't  hurrying  up,  I  failed  to 
trust  the  Lord  to  believe  that  He 
could  take  care  of  every  situation 
that  I  was  going  to  face  all  day 
long.  Probably  most  of  us  think  of 
patience  as  a  kind  of  tolerance  of 
things  that  don't  go  our  way, 
when  in  fact  it  may  be  having  a 
and  waited,  and  waited  for  it  to  calm  spirit  because  we  lean  on  me 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


them  go  faster  and  they  surely  Every  second  seemed  endless 
were  not  aware  of  my  time  to  me.  Did  I  honk?  No,  at  leasl 
restraints.  I  was  OK  with  them  not  literally.  Did  I  roll  my  win 
driving  slowly  and  it  was  all  dow  down  and  say  anything" 
right  if  they  were  in  front  of  me  No,  because  I  was  afraid  she 
but  I  did  whisper  a  silent  prayer,  would  never  move.  Was  I  impa 
"Lord,  help  me  to  be  patient."  I  tient?  Slightly!  Now  it  was  my 
also  reminded  the  Lord  that  I  turn.  I  piulea  up  to  the  machine, 
really,  really,  really  didn't  need  punched  the  button  and  waited, 
to  miss  that  plane.  It  was  as  if  the  i 


with  things  to  do  and  under¬ 
loaded  with  time  to  do  it.  On  top 

of  that,  the  bigger  problem  is  that  Lord  said  to  me,  "Jim,  calm 

other  people  get  in  our  way.  They  down,  relax,  and  I  will  take  care 

park  in  our  parking  spaces,  get  in  of  everything.”  I  do  not  like  to  lot, 

line  at  our  cash  register,  ana  clog  argue  with  the  Lord  and  certain- 

up  the  roadways  so  that  we  canf  ly  if  He  has  other  plans  for  me  — 

quickly  get  from  Point  A  to  Point  r  " 

B,  or  from  mall  to  mall.  We  need 
patience:  good  patience,  real 
patience,  and  Godly  patience. 

Many  of  you  i  ’ 

that  the  word  patience  means  to  late,  had  to  drive  through  too  he  „ _ __ 

bear  up  under  the  load.  It  is  to  much  heavy  traffic,  was  stopped  did  not  set  off  an  alarm, 

carry  the  burden  of  the  moment  by  too  many  lights,  and  general-  ting  closer,  but  it  wa 

without  your  knees  buckling.  1  ..  .  ....... 

That's  the  picture  that  is  an  emo¬ 
tional,  spiritual,  and  even  men¬ 
tal  reality.  Sometimes  the  bur¬ 
den  is  a  health  burden  or,  more 
clearly  stated,  a  sickness  burden. 

Sometimes  it  is  a  people  prob¬ 
lem,  somebody  who  just  seems 
to  stand  with  all  their  weight  on 
your  last  nerve.  Sometimes  it  is  a 
world-out-of-control  kind  of 
trouble.  There  you  are  caught  in 
the  midst  of  everything  going 
the  wrong  way  and  there's  noth¬ 
ing  you  can  do  about  it. 

Not  long  ago  I  had  to  catch  a 
plane.  I  was  cutting  it  close 
because  these  days  tney  want 
you  to  be  at  the  airport  two 
hours  before  takeoff.  I  was  try¬ 
ing  to  get  my  car  parked,  run  in, 
get  checked  in,  get  on  the  plane, 
and  go.  I  just  so  happened  to  be 
behind  a  car  that  was  going  15  or 
20  mph  below  the  speed  Emit.  I 
coula  not  get  around.I  did  not 


my  ticket  and  spit  it  out.  It  Lord  in  every  circumstance. 
f  did.  I  entered  the  parking  During  this  wonderful  but 
rove  to  the  first  parking  hectic  time  of  the  year,  what  can 
space  I  could  find,  jumped  out  of  we  do  to  be  more  patient?  Give 
the  car,  and  ran  all  the  way  across  yourself  a  little  more  time  to  do 
like  making  me  late  so  I  won't  the  parking  lot  into  the  airport,  the  things  that  you  need  to  do. 
catch  the  plane  because  it's  over  to  the  security  area  where  Remember  that  in  some  cases  if 
going  to  crash  30  minutes  after  some  guy  was  stopped  because  you  don't  get  done  what  you  feel 
.  .  takeoff — that's  fine  with  me.  On  his  belt  buckle  would  not  go  like  you  need  to  get  done,  the 

rou  already  know  the  other  hand,  if  I  left  home  too  through  the  beeper  zone.  Finally  world  will  not  end!  It  may  be 

:  late,  had  to  drive  through  too  he  motioned  me  through  and  I  important,  but  it  is  not  absolutely 

’ '*  ""  l.  I  was  get-  essential.  Keep  in  mind  that 

.  w  „  ting  closer,  but  it  was  close  to  wherever  you  are  and  whatever 

missed  my  connection,  then  take-off  time.  I  rushed  on  down  the  circumstances,  your  actions 

it  s  a  different  matter.  the  hall,  checked  in,  got  on  the  and  attitude  will  express  a  wit- 

The  couple  in  the  car  turned  plane  just  before  they  closed  the  ness  for  good  or  bad.  Your 
:o  the  parking  lot.  The  lady  doors,  found  my  seat,  and  Christianity  is  not  just  a  "Sunday 
io  was  driving  pulled  up  to  the  thought  to  myself,  "I'm  here!  morning  thing."  It  is  also  a 
le  ticket  machine,  rolled  her  Let's  go!  "Just  then  the  pilot  came  "Saturday  morning  at  the  pre- 
ndow  down,  and  could  not  over  me  intercom  to  tell  us  that  Christmas  sale  thing." 
ure  out  how  to  make  the  ticket  we  would  be  delayed  for  a  few  God  bless  you  as  you  repre- 
me  out  to  make  the  guardrail  minutes.  After  about  15  minutes  sent  Him  well.  • 

e.  She  studied  it  a  while,  they  he  came  on  again  to  tell  us  he  was  - 

icussed  it  a  while,  and  then  she  not  sure  why  we  were  grounded,  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
etched  her  arm  out  the  win-  everything  seemed  to  be  fine,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 - 

w  and  punched  the  button,  and  we  would  be  taking  off  soon.  0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.orv. 


,  dinner  on  the 
,  and  revival  ser- 
7  p.m.;  Tony  Monk, 
ig;  all  are  welcome. 
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BUS  SALES 


LER  NVSCAXU  XD  CXA 


There's  more  than  just  the  Canadian  Rockies  on  this  popular  Your  Man  Tours 
vacation  You’ll  spend  a  week  in  the  Canadian  Rockies  and  another  week 
across  the  border  in  the  American  Northwest  First  fly  irto  Sioux  Falls,  South 
Dakota  for  a  9cenc  three-day  drive  to  Calgary,  Alberta  In  route  you'll  visit 
Forgo  and  Bismarck  North  Dakota,  then  north  to  Saskatchewan  where  you’ll 
visit  the  Royal  Canadian  Mourted  Police  Academy  Your  time  in  the  Canadan 
Rockies  will  include  daily  sightseeing  Higjilights^include  Lake  Louise,  Banff 
National  Park,  Hoodoos,  Bow  Falls  and  Cascade  Gardens,  a  SnoCoach  nde 
over  the  Columbia  Ice  Fields;  Canmore,  Alberta,  Kananaskis  Country,  Waterton 
Lakes  National  Park  and  more*  Back  in  the  U  S  you'll  visit  Helena  and  Billings 
Mori  ana  Custer's  battlefield  at  the  Little  Big  Horn,  Black  Hills  National  Forest, 
Wild  Bill  Hckock  and  Calamity  Jane's  Deadwood  Mt  Rushmore  and  Crazy 
Horse  National  Memorial,  legendary  Badands  National  Park,  and  more1  We 
include  round  tnp  airfare,  motor-coach  transportaion,  13  nights  hotel 
aocommodations,  we'll  meet  you  upon  arrival,  handle  you  luggage,  and  take 
you  on  some  cf  the  mod  beaut ifii  sightseeing  with  unsurpassed  scenery  in 
North  America  Prices  start  at  only  $1648  per  person,  double  occupmcy 
including  taxes  and  airfare  from  most  arports 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales 
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1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


TZNR  PVQLRRS:  PVQLRRS 


Clue:  T  =  L 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 

John  11:26 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  HHHi  WHKncrtni 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  ksTl 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  1 - 


For  brochure,  information,  &  reservations  call  7  days  a  week: 

'YOUR  MAN’  TOURS  1-800-968-7626 


mmmrnm 


In  Christ's  Steps 


ENCE 


c/to/ces 


M  C 


t\HOnda  A euetf  is  the  wife  of  the  president 
i$  Baptist  Seminary  where  she 
professor  of  women’s  ministry. 

Karen  Fisk  is  the  “former  minister  of  music 
at  Silverena  B.C.and  a  member  of  “One  Voice” 

Testimonies  hf:  ■■ 

Evelyn  Williams,  Hickory 
Janet  Rayford,  Crestwood  New  Life 
Ceal  Pate,  FBC,  Greenwood 

The  Women’s  State  Visionary  Team  ^  Rhonda 
and  the  host  church  will  welcome  you.  **7"°^  sPeakt 

Contact  our  state  WMU  for  more  info  on  the 


*fW«8U 


Christian 

Education 


2/16/01 

MR.  HADDON  BLEDSOE 
Parents:  David  4c  Laurie 
General  Evangelism: 

Eastern  South  America 

2/3/84 

MR.  DAVID  J.  COLLINS 
Parents:  Charles  4c  Suzanne 
Business  Management: 

The  Caribbean  Basin 

2/4/85 

MR.  DAVID  M.  JOHNSTON 
Parents:  Vincent  &  Sharon 
Church  Planting: 

Eastern  South  America 

2/12/02 

MISS  ALICE  A.  MULLINS 
Parents:  Frank  4c  Lynn 
Church  Planting: 

Western  Europe 

2/24/94  '  ..v 

MISS  ABIGAIL  L  PACKARD 
Parents:  Michael  4c  Sabrina 
Church  Planting:  West  Africa 


uecemoer  \ji,  ZUU4  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Mississippi 


"/  want  to  know  Christ  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection  and  the  fellowship  of  sharing  in 
His  sufferings  becoming  like  Him  in  His  death.  (Philippians  3:10  NIV) 


2/24/00 

MR.  NATHANIEL  PEACOCK  . 
Parents:  Kevin  4c  Brenda 
Theological  Education:  £ 

Middle  America 


2/1/04 

MR.  JOSHUA  A.  SCHMITZ 
Parents:  Burton  4c  Suzanne 
General  Evangelism: 

West  Africa 

2/12/03 

MISS  REBEKAH  J.  SCHMITZ 


Genera]  Evangelism: 
West  Africa 


FOR  SECURITY ,  cards 
will  be  forwarded. 
Please  send  all  to: 
Child’s  name  and 
parent’s  name,  MBCB 
Stewardship  Dept. 

PO  Box  530,  Jackson, 


February  12,  Highland  BC 
Meridian 

March  5,  FBC 
Jackson 


These  staff  development  classes  are 
accredited  by  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health  and  the  Mississippi 
Private  School  Association. 
PREREGISTRATION  IS  REQUIRED  and 
there  is  a  $15  charge  to  be  paid,  in 
advance,  with  the  preregistration  form. 
Classes  will  begin  at  8:00  a.m,  and  end 
at  1:00  p.m.  for  a  total  of  5  hours  of 
credit.  At  7:30,  the  directors  (or  their 
designee)  will  check  in  the  whole  group. 

In  order  to  allow  5  contact  hours  for 
the  classes,  light  refreshments  will  be 
available  between  the  2nd  and  3rd  cio«< 
periods.  Classes  will  be  offered  In  tracks 
for  those  who  teach  babies  and  toddlers;  | 
twos;  threes;  fours  &  fives;  after  school 
grades  1-6;  and  also  for  directors. 

For  more  information  call  Discipleshjp  and 
Family  Ministry  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-292-3284. 


Mississippi  Baptist 


January  14  &  15, 2005 
Madison  Central  High  School  Band  Hall 
k  Madison,  Miss. 


Schedule 

Friday 

fannary  14 

630-9KX)  pjn. 

Saturday 

fannary  IS 

[830  a.m.-1230  p.m. 


For  info  and 
registration, 
contact: 

Church  Music 
1-800-748-1651 
601-292-3267 


Registration 
Deadline 
Dec.  17,  2004 


WITNESSING  THROUGH  MEDIA 
AWARDS  AND  WORKSHOP 

May  (-7,2005 

PARK  PLACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  PEARL,  MISS. 


L 


AWARDS  COMPETITION  - 
•  Entries  in  die  Awards  Competition  must  have  been 
produced  or  aired  between  April  2004  -  March  1, 2005 
•Awards  entry  deadline  is  March  11. 2005 
•Awards  entry  cost  is  $10  per  entry 


BANQUET  AND  WORKSHOP 

•  Banquet  and  workshop  registration  deadline  is  April  15. 2005 

•  Registration  for  all  activities  (banquet  and  workshop)  is  $25  per  person 

•  For  groups  of  four  or  more,  registration  for  all  activities  is  $20  per  person 

\ 

For  mon  info,  contact  Communicmtion  Service*  mt  1-806-748-1651,  \  * 

601-292-3378  or  E-mmil  jekemOmtbcbu>rg  1 


2005 


THE 


SUIT  PROJECT 


Mississippi  Baptists  say 
*Merry  Christmas*  to 
pastors  in  the  Colorado 
Baptist  Convention. 

What  is  it? 


"Taking  Up  the 
Towel  as  a  Senior 
Adult"' 

t  ^  V  .  .  . '  . 

—  ■  —1  ■  ,  ■ ,  - 

STATE  SENIOR  ADULT 
EVANGELISM  RALLY 

- * - 

Monday,  January  24 
Temple  BC  West  Campus 
Hattiesburg 
&30- 1130  a.m. 

Seminars  from  WMU, 
Sunday  School, 
Disdplealtip  k  Family 
Ministry 


Refreshments  provided  ty 
Mississippi  Baptist 
.  Foundation  . 

Speaker  Jim  Fntxal 
Music  Paid  in  Full 


For  more  info,  contact  Ken 
-  -601-5444794 


What  can  you  do? 

Mart  MWatry,  RA,  and  WMU  group*,  indMdualiy 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


SPECIAL  MINISTRY 
FOR  THE  PASTORS' 
WIVES 


Cost:  $1 30  per  suit 

Designate  on  your  check:  Suit  Project 

Sponsored  by  the 

Men's  Ministry  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


flBP  dh  d  EhfGsh  If  I  M  i  a  a  i  a  a  i 
b  M  «  Second  I  b_a  p  t  i 

Uw$t 

^  "x  Workshops 

LEE  BAPTIST 

ASSOCIATION  AL  OFFICE 


JANUARY  27-29IH,  2005 


Literacy 

Missions 


P.  a  Bor  2640  •  Tupelo,  MS  36803  •  662-566-1700 


JACKSON  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATIONAL 


extra  m^m 


Join  us  at  Centri-Kid  2005  to  learn  how  to  go 
the  EXTRA  MILE' for  others 


EXTRA: 

I:  more  than  is 
2:  Superior 


2:  a  rd 


ti&i  December  3,  2004  -  January  13,  2005 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


For.  (1)  Season  of  Prayer  Jor 
International  Missions  &  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  Nov. 
28-Dec  5  (W|AU  Emphasis); 
(2)  Christian  Offers  in  Otina 
«  challenged  fe  new  stipola- 


'Vray  for  your  pastor!  If  p 
:hey  are  preyed  O^N.’ 


Two  students,  Mr.  W  of  Mayani 
and  Mr.  H  of  Mphoola,  have 
graduated  from  Bible  school 
and  now  meetihe  requirements 
set  m  place  fcf  fhe  local  Malawi 
Baptist  Cofetmpn  to  serve  as 
church  pastongPray  for  these 
men  as  they  lead  their  churches 
now  wfth  greater  understanding 


seat  reiidenfato  leave  China 
every  30  days  for  visa  renewal. 
Pray  that  Cod  will  give  extra 
patience  to  those  who  are  bur¬ 
dened  with  this  inconvenience. 


'Or.  'T\e\7cn  e^Vi  eat  or 


Several  decades  after  imposing 
the  one-diild  policy,  China's 
government  is  now  discussing 
now  best  to  address  the  seriou 
gender  ratio  iafoahnee  that  hi 
resulted.  WitiMNfelOO  femali 
for  every  120%val«P  nationwid 
China  has  the  Behest  gender 
ratio  imbalance  in  the  world. 
Pray  that  Cod  will  grant  wis¬ 
dom  to  those  who  are  seeking 
resolutions  to  the  problem. 


For  (1)  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  Executive 
Committee  Meeting,  Baptist 


For  (1)  Baptist  Building  Staff  AT 
HOME  DAYS,  Bth-IOfo;  (2)  The 
integrity  of  Uganda  Baptist 
Seminary  students.  Some  strug¬ 
gle  with  remmniW  true  to  the 
teachings  of  Jfeflible  with  so 
many  other  pseudo-Christian 
denominations  trying  to  sway 
them  to  join  and  give  their 


A  recent  study  of  the  sexual 
behaviors  of  Filipino  youth,  ages 
15  to  24.  revealed  that  23  per- 


wm  utme. 

director  of  j 


There  are  many  churches  in  the 
city  of  Puno,  Peru,  but  few  have 
the  spiritual  vision  to  reach 
their  city  for  Christ  Pray  for 
Cod  to  mme  unfvrifc  believers, 


Pray  for  the  Chuabo  Baptist 
youth  of  Mozambique.  They 
tact  many  challenges  in  their 
lives,  suen  as  pressure  from 
family  taJto  seumlly  active. 

Pray  that  Be  youth  will  say  no 
to  their  family,  knowing  that  the 
end  resuttmf  this  lifestyle  is 
AIDS.  Pray  that  the  youth  will 
be  strong  in  their  faith  and  be 
able  to  handle  the  family  pres¬ 
sures  in  their  lives. 


in  premarital 


Convention 


Baptist  Building  to  a.m.;  (3) 
Scott  and  Lina  Davis  are 
church  planters  in  Indiana.  Pray 
for  God’s  glory  to  be  shown 
through  them. 


that  Filipino  yyunpwill  come  to 
understand  foefeve  of  )esus 
and  wilt  commit  themselves  to 
lifestyles  of  purity. 


J.  Mauricio  Vargas,  Jefl 

City,  is  a  church  plant! 
Missouri.  Bay  for  five 


Mwera  men 
icunmeetfog 


Persecution  of  Christians  in 
China  is  ongoing  and,  in  some 
locations,  has  been  particularly 
harsh  in  recent  day*.  Within  the 


What  if  you  had  never  seen  a 

Bible,  but  had  heard  that  it  was 
powerful  and  magical?  For  one 


Thank  you  for  praying  for  the 

summer  volunteer  teams  that 
went  to  Turkey.  One  consisted 
of  21  students  frommil  over  th 


The  city  of  Colima  is  the  capital 
of  the  State  of  Colima,  Mexico. 
Colima  it  experiencing  very 
rapid  growth,  with  an  urban 


regularly  to  hear 
the  Bible.  They  K 
with  Creation  am 
through  the  glory 


interim  prime  minister  for 
Pakistan.  Pmwfor  Ml  Hussain 
and  for  PieMknt  Perfez 
Musharraf  at  jhey  work  togeth¬ 
er  to  bring  pace  to  Pakistan. 
Pray  that  both  of  these  highly 
influential  men  will  come  to 
know  Jesus,  the  Prince  of  Peace. 


curiosity 


and  stole  a  Bible 
read  it  for  UmsH 

Acehnese  will  be _ 

Cod’s  Word,  and  that  somehow, 
Bibles  will  be  available  when 
they  look  for  one. 


for  reaching 


...  for  these 
men  that  they  will  continue  to 
attend,  invite  friends,  and  that 
as  they  come  to  the  story  of 
lesus,  their  eyes  will  be  opened 
to  the  truth. 


th.goq.el 


of  Jesus  Christ  These  students 
were  filled  with  excitement  as 
thev  shared  the  Good  News 
with  many  who  were  hearing  it 
for  the  first  time. 


include  the  Spanish  Bibl< 
lesus  film,  audiocassette 
of  the  gospel,  and  discipl 


will  remain  strong  in  their  faith 
and  fervent  in  their  testimony. 


materials  in 


the  evangelization 


Andrew  Chan,  Arcadia,  Calif, 
a  Chinese  language  church 
starter  strategist  tor  the 
California  Southern  Baptist 
Convention-jfrayJ^worfcers 
with  a  love  for  reaching  the  I 


real  meaning  in  their  lives. 

A  Christian  journalist  reports 
that  the  newly  installed  munici 
pal  council  in  Kaohsiung, 
Taiwan,  include*  six  Christians. 
This  group  hosted  a  meal  on 
Oct.  3  for  d«g$  eldest,  other 
council  meifeasa  and  political 
office  holders.  They  expressed 
hope  for  regularly  scheduled 
meetings  for  prayer  and 
Scripture  reading.  Pray  for 


Christians  in  this  government. 
Bryan  Crittendon  is  a  chaplain. 
The  operation  tempo  is  very 
high  and  service  member  fami¬ 
lies  are  und 
Please  pray 
servicemen 
ministering 


The  Caribs  of  the  Caribbean  are 


For:  (1)  Christmas  Observance 
that  the  spiritual  will  be  empha¬ 
sized  and  not  material  things; 
(2)  Please  pray  today  for  Prime 
Minister  AMs  Keasafeza  of  The 
Solomon  Islands  (South  facific 
Ocean,  ea*Mf  Papua  New 
Guinea);  (3)  Pray  for  President 


Thank  you  for  your  prayers  for 
the  men's  Bible  study  and  for 
foe  ladies  to  sUrttheChrono- 

and  they  seem  to  understand 
that  Jesus  is  Cod’s  Son  and  foe 
Savior  of  foe  world.  Pray  that 
this  understanding  will  have  a 


believers  in  an  interior  town  in 
Equatorial  Brazil  as  they  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  persecuted  by  threats 
of  violencjdMhe  form  of 
destroying  foe  tmaJT  ‘shack- 
like*  houMdftirdl  foal  is  there. 


the  northern  coast  of  South 
America.  They  live  in  small  vil¬ 
lages  stretddngfrafn  Venezuela 
to  French  6uiaj*,  along  foe 


r  foe  families  of 
d  the  chaplains 
them. 


rior  region*.  The  flltw  *  discon¬ 
nected  and  feel  that  foe  tribal 
identity  is  being  lost.  Pray  that  a 
church  planting  Movement  will 
bring  unity  to  foe  Carib  tribe. 


A  member  of  the  Mapuche 
Strategy  Grow  of  Chile  and 
Argentina  writes:  “Ptease  pray 


Pray  for  foe  orphans  of  Bulgaria 
ufooare  basically  forgotten  and 

and  leant  foe  Joy  ana  security 
of  being  of  a  fomily  of 

are  trying  to  work  with  these 
children  and  teenagers.  Pray 
that  they  will  get  official 
approval  to  work  in  foe  homes. 


Pray  for  a  group  of  ladies  who 
are  attending  a  Bible  study  in 
foe  Zarea  ol  Mombasa,  Kenya. 
Some  ol  these  ladle*  are  new 
Christians,  and  font  are  not 
Christiaai  yet.  tray  that  each 
will  (earn  of  and  experience 
God's  love,  which  will  enable 
them  to  live  in  Him  to  the 
fullest. 


for:  (1)  Youth  Evi 
Conference,  A.E. 
Coliseum,  Missis: 
Clinton,  HfflT%3, 


up  from  "ftvilion 
anada  doing  con- 
c  at  the  Drug 
Canter  for 
I  in  Estiva,  south¬ 
paw*  designed 
vork  exclusively 
s  between  8  and 
ten  Involved  in 
luency  acts.  Pray 
H  change  their 
n  Jesus  come  in. 


nation- 


festival 


among 


•i  Vietnam,  met*  wflWe  almost  T 
-v  million  Khmer  gathering  in  Soc 
Trangto  watch  the  boat  races. 
Pray  for  the  Christians  who  will 
be  mingling  among  them  to 
plant  foe  gospel  seed. 


ing.  Pray  that  these  national 
missionaries  will  have  foe  same 
vision  to  plant  churches,  and 
that  we  can  train  them  in 
church  planting. 


uated  from  college,  but  has 
been  unable  to  fmd  ajob  so  she 
helps  a  Christian  organization 
distribute  food.  Pray  that  she 
will  accept  Christ  as  her  Savior. 


that  foe  mote  M  Peace  would 
come  to  rule  us  fie  hearts  of 
those  who  perpetrate  such 
deadly  acts  and  that  HH  peace 
likewise  would  comfort  those 
who  mourn. 


in  Caracas,  Venezuela.  Pray  that 
Cod  would  show  IMS  team 
members  and  other  Christian 
workers  on  campus  what  He 
wants  done  and  what  their  part 
in  His  plan  is. 


to  build  prayer 
tions. 


film  for  foe  Hui  of  China. 


Li 

)Jf  4  IBjjv' 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Qld' Fashion  Day  Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia 


Farmer,  McGill,  Parker,  Southerland,  and  Sanderson 


iiKiiiiiiiiiij|iiif  diMi  iiijjni  ii 


Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson,  Flowood  Church,  Flowood,  Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia, 
will  host  a  live  eight  scene  drive  will  present  His  Kingdom  Shall  honored  Wayne  Hill,  pastor, 

thru  nativity  December  3  from  Never  End  December  11  and  12  recently  for  His  dedication  and 

6:30-9  p.m.  and  December  4  from  at  6  p.m.  The  nursery  will  be  service.  Pictured  are  Hill  and 

6-9  p.m.  Admission  is  free.  For  available.  W.T.  Porter, 

directions,  call  (601)  373-6677.  . 

The  RAs  and  their  leaders  Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia, 
The  music  ministry  of  First  from  First  Church,  McLaurin,  held  a  note-burning  from  their 
Church,  Collinsville,  will  present  conducted  a  clean-up  day  remodeling  October  10. 
a  dinner  theater.  Four  Tickets  to  October  23  on  the  churcn 

Christmas,  December  10, 11,  and  grounds.  They  participated  in  Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia, 
12.  For  tickets,  call  (601)  626-8323.  yard  work,  and  cut  and  deliv-  recently  enjoyed  Old  Fashion 

ered  firewood  to  the  needy,  rhe  Day. 
group  was  rewarded  with  a  fel- 

lowsnip  and  wiener  roast.  The  staff  of  First  Church, 

Columbus,  recently  filled  boxes 
The  Brotherhood  of  First  for  Operation  Chnstmas  Child. 
Church,  McLaurin,  sponsored  a  The  church  is  a  collection  center, 
turkey  shoot  and  food  booth  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Shelly 
November  13.  The  proceeds  Farmer,  Patrick  McGill,  Shawn 
A  7,  went  towards  the  building  fund.  Parker,  Thomas  Southerland, 

WU  ;  I/,  and  Bobby  Sanderson. 

fm  The  Adult  Ladies  Sunday 

tMl-  School  of  First  Church,  Concord  Church,  Benton- 

McLaurin,  met  for  a  fellowship  Tippah  Association,  honored 
November  13  with  coffee  and  Robert  E.  Walker,  pastor,  and  his 
cake.  They  watched  The  Passion  wife,  Betty,  for  Pastor  Appreciation 
of  The  Christ.  Day  Octcker  24  Jimmy  Wallis  pre- 


Trinity  Church  Note  Burning,  Philadelphia 


Hill  and  Porter 
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SOME  PEOPLE  SAY  TECHNOLOGY  HAS  NO 


Wallis,  Betty  and  Robert  E.  Walker 


Kennedy  Springs,  Magee, 
will  present  Steve  Walker,  music 
evangelist  from  Pinola,  December 
5  at  630  p an.  Admission  is  free, 
but  a  love  offering  will  be 
received.  Ken  Harrison  is  pastor. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
847-3015  or  (601)  847-4375. 


FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BOND8 
EARN  UP  TO:  8% 

I  These  bonds  may  b e  placed  in  a  self -directed  IRA.  I 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

Thii  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
sr  made  by  propectus  only. 


Children  in  Action  of  Coldwater  Church,  Philadelphia 


>  Low-cost  heat,  kng  and  cancel  screwing  info 

>  Read  about  dagnostlc  and  surgical  procedures 

>  Get  dmg  mfocmaOon 

>  lake  a  (tee  online  health  rtsk  assessment 


>  Calculate  your  Body  Mass  Index  (BMI) 

>  Ask  a  diabetes  question 
>Hnd  a  physician 

>  Get  latest  medical  news  and  definitions 


Hearina  is  Believin 


540S-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

for  more  complete  information  about  bond  Issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  H  carefully 
before  you  Invest  or  tend  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  ttfofaci  to  availability. 


At  Baptist,  our  dedication  to  advanced  technology 
Is  Just  another  part  of  the  spirit  of  healthcare. 

1.800. 948. b£b2  . 

1225  North  State  Street 

Jackson.  MS  39202  I 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Confess  Jesus,  God's  Son 

John  1:19-34 

By  Frances  C.  Graham _ 


Imagine  for  just  a  few  min¬ 
utes  that  you  live  in  Jerusalem 
in  27AD.  You  have  heard  some 
strange  stories  about  a  man, 
named  John,  baptizing  people 
over  near  Bethabara  in  the  river 
Jordan.  You  along  with  others 
are  wondering  who  this  person 
is  and  if  he  could  be  the 
Messiah  that  many  are  expect¬ 
ing  to  come  some  day. 

Word  is  that  John,  a  priest  of 
die  seed  of  Aaron,  is  preaching 
as  well  as  baptizing,  me  priests 
and  Levites  alone  witn  the 
Pharisees  in  Jerusalem  form  a 
committee  to  go  find  out  who  he 
really  is  and  what  he  thinks  he  is 
doing.  After  all,  they  must  show 
their  authority  and  silence  him 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

When  the  committee  asked 
John  if  he  were  the  Christ 


("Christ"  or  christos  is 
the  Greek  equivalent 
for  the  Hebrew  word 
Messiah,  both  meaning 
"anointed"),  he  quickly 
responded  with  am 
Christ"  (John  1:20). 

They  then  asked  if  he  were 
Elijah  because  they  remem¬ 
bered  the  promise  God  made 
(Malachi  4:5-6)  that  He  would 
send  Elijah  before  the  day  that 
the  Lora  comes.  John  quickly 
responded  "I  am  nor  (John 
1:21).  They  next  asked  if  he 
were  the  Prophet  that  Moses 
romised  in  Deuteronomy 
again  answered 
=21). 


promi 
18:15.  John 
"No"(John  1 

Talk  about  hard  to  get  the 
point  across,  the  committee 
ust  wouldn't  give  up  and 
ohn  responded  by  quoting 
saiah  40:3  "I  am  the  voice  of 
the  one  calling  in  the  desert... 


Make  straight  the  way 
of  the  Lora." 

The  Pharisees  were 
not  content  because  they 
thought  John  should  not 
be  baptizing  since  he 
responded  that  he  was 
not  the  Christ,  nor  Elijah, 
nor  die  Prophet. 

John  told  the 

~  _  Pharisees  that  he  bap- 

Graham  foed  with  water,  but 

not  the  there  was  one  coming  after  him 
so  great  that  even  John  would  not 
be  worthy  to  unlatch  his  sandals. 

When  you  hear  this  report, 
you  decide  it  is  time  to  go  to  the 
river  to  see  for  yourself.  You 
quietly  slip  out  of  Jerusalem 
and  head  for  the  Jordan  as 
quickly  as  possible.  You  must 
cross  the  nver  and  go  to  the 
Bethany,  east  of  the  Jordan. 
Bethany  was  also  referred  to  as 
Bethabara,  which  means  "the 
place  of  crossing  over."  You 
nave  heard  of  this  place  before 
because  some  identify  it  as  the 
place  where  Joshua  crossed  the 
Jordan  River  when  he  led  the 
people  into  the  Promised  Land. 
When  you  arrive,  you  dis¬ 


cover  a  multitude  of  people 
waiting  to  be  baptized  for 
repentance  of  their  sins.  You 
are  not  sure  what  all  this  is 
about  but  this  fellow  John  is 
repeatedly  emphasizing  repen¬ 
tance  of  sms.  John  also  refers  to 
the  one  coming  as  the  Lamb  of 
God  who  is  the  Messiah. 

John's  emphasis  on  the 
Lamb  of  God  goes  much 
beyond  your  present  under¬ 
standing.  He  is  saying  that 
this  Lamb  will  be  the  great 
sacrifice  where  atonement  is 
made  for  sin  and  in  turn,  man 
will  be  reconciled  to  God. 

You  must  know  more.  As 
you  ask  more  questions,  it  is 
explained  that  the  Lamb  of 
God  takes  all  the  sin  upon 
Himself  just  as  the  live  goat 
took  all  the  Israelites  sins 
upon  his  head  when  Aaron 
placed  his  hands  on  the  head 
of  the  goat  and  confessed 
their  sins  (Leviticus  16:21). 

You  stand  on  tip  toe  to  watch 
and  listen  as  John  continues  to 
give  testimony  to  Christ's  pre¬ 
existence  and  purpose. 

The  next  day  when  John 


sees  Jesus  coming  toward 
him,  John  calls  out  "Here  is 
the  Lamb  of  God,  who  takes 
away  the  sin  of  the 
world"(John  1:29).  For  you 
see,  John  was  actually  baptiz¬ 
ing  Jesus  before  he  knew  that 
Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God. 
God  gave  John  a  revelation  by 
letting  him  know  that  when 
he  saw  the  dove  come  down 
from  the  heavens  during  the 
baptism  he  would  then  know 
the  Son  of  God. 

John  wanted  no  misunder¬ 
standing  among  the  multitudes 
or  die  religious  leaders  so  he 
very  clearly  states  "I  have  seen 
ana  I  testify  that  this  is  the  Son 
of  God"  (John  1:34). 

Reflecting  on  the  events 
you  have  just  witnessed,  you 
realize  that  John  displayed 
the  role  that  we  must  all 
assume.  We  must  focus  our 
witness  on  Jesus  not  our¬ 
selves  and  we  must  proclaim 
belief  in  Jesus  if  we  truly 
want  to  live  in  His  light. 


Graham  is  a  member  of  Adaton 
Church,  Starkville. 


Explore  the  Bible 


Relating  to  Others 

Luke  14:1,  7-15 


By  Neil  Gant 


Once  a  small  commercial  fish¬ 
ing  vessel  was  caught  in  a  violent 
storm  at  sea.  The  five  men  in  the 
crew  were  forced  to  abandon 
ship.  They  clung  to  life  in  file 
water  with  waves  that  reached 
heights  of  eighty  feet.  The  ship 
went  down  soon  after  one  of  the 
massive  waves  struck  it  Three  of 
tiie  five  men  survived  this  awe¬ 
some  display  of  the  sea  s  fury.  As 
powerful  a  force  as  the  sea  has  4 
rival  in  the  hearts  of  humanity. 
That  rival  is  pride.  This  week  s 
lesson  encourages  us  to  adopt  an 
attitude  of  humility. 


Claim  No  Superiority,  Luke 
14:1, 7-9 

Wherever  Jesus  went  some¬ 
one  was  watching.  Luke  indi¬ 
cates  they  watched  Him  close¬ 
ly.  The  religious  crowd  of  the 


day  was  waiting 
Him  to  do  something 
they  could  bring  an  _ 

accusation  against.  I  Gant 

often  think  ofnow  many  of  the 
people  of  that  day  were  offend¬ 
ed  when  Jesus  opened  blind 
eyes,  healed  lame  legs,  and 
even  raised  the  dead.  These 
religious  leaders  missed  an 
important  point.  Jesus  was  also 
watching  them.  He  noticed 
that  some  of  the  people  who 
came  to  the  feast  scrambled  for 
the  places  of  honor.  They  all 
wanted  to  sit  at  the  head  table. 

The  person  seated  close  to  the 
host  established  his  impor¬ 
tance.  Jesus  spoke  a  parable  to 
them.  If  you  are  invited  to  a 
wedding  feast,  certainly  a  for¬ 
mal  occasion,  do  not  try  to  sit  at 
the  highest  place.  Someone 
more  important  than  you  may 
come  and  then  in  embarrass¬ 


ment  you  will  have  to 
take  the  lowest  place. 
Pride  is  nothing  more 
than  thinking  we  are 
better  than  any  other 
person.  Demonstrate 
numility  by  refusing  to 
claim  special  position, 
benefits,  or  privileges. 


Seek  No  Honor,  Luke 
14:10-11 

When  you  go  to  the  feast,  take 
the  lowest  place.  If  you  take  that 
place,  the  host  may  say,  move  up 
higher.  Then  honor  comes  from 
humility.  The  point  is  that  it  is 
better  to  be  lifted  up  than  to  be  let 
down.  Verse  eleven  states  a  clear 
principle,  those  who  exalt  them¬ 
selves  will  be  humbled  and  those 
who  humble  themselves  will  be 
exalted.  Lucifer  is  an  example  of 
one  who  exalted  himself  ana  was 
brought  down  (Isaiah  14).  The 
Lordjesus  humbled  Himself  and 
was  exalted  (Philippians  2). 

Meet  Others  Needs,  Luke 
14:12-14 

Humility  is  best  seen  when 
we  do  for  those  who  cannot 


do  anything  for  us  in  return. 
The  host  invited  the  most 
important  people  he  knew. 
Jesus  was  not  forbidding  the 
invitation  of  such  people.  He 
does  not  want  us  to  avoid 
having  friends  or  family  for  a 
meal.  He  wants  us  to  keep 
away  from  a  rigid  restriction 
of  inviting  only  those  who 
can  do  something  for  us  in 
return.  If  we  invite  them  and 
exclude  others,  we  fail  to 
show  the  proper  Christian 
hospitality  (Romans  12:13).  If 
we  only  associate  with  people 
of  our  own  group,  we  miss 
great  opportunities  to  bless 
and  be  Dlessed  by  others. 
Selfish  attitudes  also  cause  us 
to  miss  out  on  some  of  life's 
latest  lessons  learned  at  a 
Iside  or  wheelchair.  We 
need  to  give  to  others,  those 
who  cannot  repay,  so  that  we 
will  have  reward  in  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  righteous.  Our 
reward  for  selfishness  will  be 
left  behind  in  death.  That 
reward  applies  to  this  life. 
True  rewards  are  enjoyed 
throughout  eternity. 


Learn  Humility,  Luke  14:15 
This  man  attempted  to 
impress  Jesus  and  show  that  he 
agreed  with  the  lesson  taught. 
Tne  common  view  among  Jews 
was  that  only  the  children  of 
Abraham  would  be  invited  to  the 
heavenly  feast.  On  the  surface  it 
seems  to  be  a  reverent  expression 
of  faith.  It  probably  is  nothing 
more  than  an  expression  of  mis¬ 
understanding.  It  may  further 
reflect  the  idea  that  what  Jesus 
said  was  really  meant  for  some¬ 
one  else.  The  parable  that  fol¬ 
lows  in  verses  16-24  indicates  the 
need  to  apply  the  idea  of  humili¬ 
ty  to  life.  Humility  is  more  than  a 
concept  Humility  is  to  be  reflect¬ 
ed  in  ufe.  Humility  is  revealed  in 
words  spoken  and  actions  taken. 
Humility  is  in  the  reach  of  all 
believers.  We  may  not  have  great 
wealth  to  give.  We  may  not  be 
able  to  preach  or  teacn  in  the 
public  arena.  We  may  not  have 
time  nor  opportunity  to  go  on 
mission  trips.  All  of  us  can  strive 
to  be  humble. 


Gant  is  pastor  of  Pine  Grove 
Church,  Hickory  Flat. 
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Jane*  Ray  Thigpen 

Mi.  Winnie  Carlisle 
Mr.  Cliff  Thona* 

Ms.  Jean  M.  Kirk 
Mrs.  (Myers)  Alicea  Thurman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gene  D. 
Saucier 
Bill  Tierce 

Msgt.  &  Mrs.  David  M. 
Kinabrcw 
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Roy  Tims 

Mrs.  Vangie  Fields 
Kim  McNeil  Upchurch 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glenn 
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Lucy  B.  Waggoner 

Mrs.  Clyde  Jarrell 
Ma  Ma  T.  Ware 

Ms.  Carol  Langford  A 

Family 

Robert  L.  Watkins,  Sr. 

Vernon  L.  Watkins 
Gertrude  Watson 

Ruth  SSC,  FBC-Tupelo 
Redonda  Stephens  Watson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Arendale 
T.  C.  Wells 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  Schiele 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifford 

Sultan 

Mrs.  Earline  White 

Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 
Minnie  Lee  Earnest 
SSC.  Bethany  BC 
Reggie  Wicker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald 

Butler 

Mrs.  WUma  P.  Wigley 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D. 

Jayroe 

Mr.  Emmitt  Williams 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  W. 

Patrick 

Mrs.  Dale  P.  Barr 
Eva  Williams 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  McRee 
Mrs.  Oredus  Williams 

Ms.  Betty  D.  Kilgore 
Willard  Williams 

Mrs.  Hazel  Williams 
Mr.  Bob  Wiseman 

Mr.  Ronald  L.  Bailey 


Maggio  Jr. 

Virgil  Snowden 

Mabel  H.  A  Jerry 
Snowden's  Family 
Mr.  Jimmy  Speights 
Mrs.  Patricia  C. 
Duckworth 


Mrs.  Clara  Belle  Ray 

VEW  SSC.  Algoma  BC 
Algoma 

Mr.  Chalmers  Richardson 

Mrs.  Frances  C.  Lott 
Larry  Riley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M. 


Self 

G.  Prentiss  Seasuma,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Timmie  L. 
Cooper 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  F.  Sheffield 
Mr.  Paul  Sheffield 
Benny  F.  Shotts 


Rev.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth 

Bishop 

Lorena  Bailey  Peeler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  A 
Switzer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  P.  Phillips 

Ms.  Louise  P.  Faust 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


Important  Ways  You  Can  Help  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village  Residents 
this  Holiday  Season: 


Holiday  Food  Items: 

Turkeys  •  Hams  •  Cranberry  Sauce  • 
Canned/Frozen  Vegetables  •  Stuffing/Dressing  • 
Rolls/Biscuits  •  Cake  mixes/icing  •  Frozen  pies  • 
Spices  •  Pecans/walnuts  •  Fresh/canned  fruit 


Gift  Certificate 


Dr  Rory  Lee,  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


e  following^ijke  |i 
H  can  be  used  for  Cftrol 
ays  or  for  needed  clothing 


restaurants 


pral-Mart  •  Sears  •  Target  •  Old  Navy  •  McRal^ 
Dillards  •  JCPenny  •  Rayless  Shoes  •  Big  &  TalM 
use  of  Brand  •  United  Artist  •  Pizza  Hut  •  Mazzi 
hick-Fil-A  •  McDonald's  •  Burger  King  •  Wend^ 
jeen  •  Baskin  Robbins  •  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken) 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


stance  Phone  Cards  are  needed  for  the  c 
V  call  and  stay  in  touch  with  family.^ 


H.  L.  May,  Sr. 

Mr.  Michael  L.  May 
Billy  Joe  McAtee 

Charles  A  Ruby  McAtee 
Robert  Loult  McCaleb 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Luther  F. 
Lindsey 

Hamlet  G.  McCool 

Mrs.  Bonnie  McCool 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  J.  McDade 

Mrs.  Eugenia  M. 

Therrell 

Mr.  John  Donald  McDill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Reginald 
Arrington  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  B. 

Moore 

Mrs.  "Purr  McGahey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  A. 
Ballard 

Carl  A  Nancy  McGraw 
Mr.  Marty  Wagoner 
Murray  V.  McHughes 

Charles  M.  Carnes 
John  A  Jill  Morgan 
Annie  Laurie  Mclnnia 

Ms.  Hattie  Mae  Johnson 
Ethel  B.  McKinley 

•  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  D. 
Fortenberry 
Mr.  Elvln  McNeece 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cart  Mlkell 
Miss  Lucy  Mike II 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Miller 
.Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  O. 
McNeaae 
Mr.  Paul  Miller 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wally 
Northway 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne 
Northway 

Ms.  Majie  Northway 
Mrs.  Laposva  "Lap ha"  Mlslc 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Suzanne  Mitchell 

Ms.  Martha  G.  Ferguson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Odic  Smith 
Jr.  y} 

Mr.  Don  Mlzell  \ 

Mildred  A  Bill 


November  15  -  28, 
2004 
Honors 


TheBaptiafCn^en'svfflage 
designated  as  a  Holroy^Honor  to  provide  for  the 
daily  needs  of  a  resident,  and  we  will  send  a  card  to  a 
child  that  a  gift  has  been  given  in  their  honor. 


Memorials 


George  C.  Arnold 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Virgil  Boooe 
Father  of  Jamea  Bella 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herbert  D. 
Sorrells 
Walter  Boyd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  E. 

Bennett 

William  Boykin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  B. 

Martin 

Mrs.  Sherry  Hathorn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Ole 
Polk  A  Family 
Mr.  J.  W.  Huffman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L. 

Wilson 

Mr.  H.  H.  Ledyard 
Ms.  Dian  Smith 
Loyd  Lofton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wallace  A. 

Clay 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  G.  Miss 
Mr.  W.  O.  Mize  Jr. 

Mr.  Thus  Myers 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Ole 
Polk  A  Family 
J.W.  Platan 

Ms.  Martha  J.  Phillips 
Mr.  Richard  (DM)  Prase*! 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wallace  A. 

Clay 

VirgU  L.  Snndtfsr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wallace  B. 

Cos 

Mrs.  Onto  TUrnage 


For  more  information  on  any  or  all  of 
these  projects  please  contact: 
Chrystelle  Thames,  Director  of  Public  Relations 
at  (601)922-2242  or 
cthames@baptistchildrensvillage.com. 


Ms.  Mary  Jo  Tyner 
Rev.  Gertie  Smiley 
Peggy  Jacobus 
Tommie  Smith,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Sue  M.  Smith 
Clarence  C.  Smith 

Ms.  Sally  Smith 
Kan  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Odie  Smith  Jr. 
I.ynn  Smith 

Thirteenth  Avenue 
Pharmacy  A  Staff 
Marie  D.  Smith 

Mr.  Howard  B.  Smith 
Mr.  Tommy  Smith 

Mrs.  Patricia  C. 
Duckworth 
Mrs.  Doris  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Cook 
Mrs.  Jean  Smith 

Mrs.  Patricia  C. 
Duckworth 


Chester  Pinkerton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  B 
Grubbs 


Stanard 

Margie  Roberts 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy 
Roberts  Sr. 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Rogers,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Mrs.  Hilda  Rogers 

Mr.  A  Mrs  R.  L. 
Fortenberry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  Lee 
Miss  Lucy  Mikell 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mrs.  JoAnn  Pace 
Eunice  I.  Rom 

Ms.  O lends  C.  Pry 
Mr.  Roland  Rutledge 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  James  W. 

Lewis 

Ms.  Patsy  Clark  Pace 
Mary  Sanders 

Mrs.  Leslie  J.  Decareaux 
Mr.  Virgil  Saadlfer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  B. 
Grubbs 
MorriaSetf 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Richard 

Thy  lor 


John  A  Becky  Sau Iters 
Mr.  Carey  B.  Prather 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  A. 
Ballard 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Bouler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  W. 
Clark  D 

Nina  Oglesby  Presley 

Mr.  H.  Los  Presley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alfred  Pritchard 
Ms.  Ida  Mae  McCoy 
Mrs.  Mary  Evelyn  Ragland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanley 

Downs 

Ms.  Nattle  Rainey 

Tommy  Davidson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Prank 

Wiaaoeki 

Hagb  H.  Rather,  Jr. 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Rather 
Herbert  Ratliff 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Caffey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Delaine 


lid 


Billy  Graham  wows  history-making  crowd 

PASADENA,  (BP)  — 

Helped  by  his  sopjranklin- 
the  aging 


me  aging  evangelist  Billy 
Graham  made  his  way  to  the 
pulpit  on  a  rare  chilly  Sunday 
afternoon  in  Pasadena  on  Nov. 
21.  The  87-year-old  Graham 
had  made  this  trip  thousands 
of  times  over  the  past  65  years 
of  ministry,  but  nearly  every¬ 
one  in  the  stadium  realized  it 
would  be  one  of  his  last. 

After  glancing  down  at  his 
notes  one  last  time,  he  looked 
up  and  smiled  reassuringly  at  a 
myriad  of  more  than  82,000  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  Rose  Bowl.  "People 
nave  said  this  could  be  the  last 
sermon  I  will  ever  preach," 
Graham  told  the  largest  non¬ 
sporting  event  crowd  m  the  sta¬ 
dium's  nistory,  "and  it  may  be, 
but  I  don't  know.  That's  all  in 
God's  hands." 

He  then  jokingly  reminded 
the  audience  that  his  long¬ 
time  friend  George  Beverly 
Shea  —  who  haa  just  sung 
Softly  and  Tenderly  —  was 
nearly  10  years  older  than  he. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time  on, 
I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(/  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


Softly  and  Tenderly 
nearly 

"and  it  certainly  not  the  last  ^ 

time  he  is  going  to  sing!"  DECISION  TIME  —  More  than  3,400  people  made  decisions  for  Christ  during  the  final  session 

Some  12,000  people  made  ^'Ie  Billy  Graham  crusade  in  Pasadena  Nov.  21 .  The  four-day  total  was  1 2,000  people  who  went 

decisions  for  Christ  auring  the  forward  in  response  to  the  Gospel.  (BP  photo  by  Tobin  Perry) 
four-day  crusade.  The  crusade 
had  been  originally  scheduled 
for  July  but  was  postponed 
after  doctors  decided  he  need¬ 
ed  more  time  to  heal  from  a  fall 
he  suffered  in  May. 

Graham  is  scheduled  to 

? reach  at  a  crusade  in  New 
ork  City  in  June  2005. 

Like  a  grandfather  who 
knew  he  had  limited  opportu¬ 
nities  to  guide  future  genera¬ 
tions,  Graham  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  Gospel  message. 

Using  illustrations  few  in  tne 
world  could  use  —  including 
conversations  with  former 
Presidents  John  F.  Kennedy 
and  Ronald  Reagan  —  Graham 
encouraged  those  attending  to 
prepare  for  Christ's  coming  by 
accepting  Him  into  their  lire. 

"Many  of  you  have  Christian 
parents  and  were  raised  in  a 
Christian  home,  but  you  have 


into  His  hands  and  feet,  they 
were  for  you,"  he  said.  "Jesus 
shed  His  blood  for  you  and  me." 

Halfway  through  the  45- 
minute  sermon 
down  in  the  pulpit  that  had 
been  custom-made  for  him. 

"Now  I  could  preach  for 
another  hour,"  he  jokinj  ' 
told  the  cheering  audience 

Whether  or  not  Graham  was  _  _ 

preaching  his  last  sermon  ever,  it  hug,"  Reagan°said. 
was,  in  all  likelihood,  his  last  ser-  you  of  the  pain  1 
mon  in  California.  Many  of 
Graham’s  most  memorable  cru¬ 
sades  have  taken  place  in  the  _ _ _ _ _ 

state  during  he  past  half  century,  disruption.  Graham  was  inter 
"It  was  great  to  be  a  part  of  rupted  temporarily  by  a  protest- 
this,  said  John  Ernest,  a  mem-  er  during  nis  Friday  evening 
ber  of  First  Church  of  Temple  message.  He  seemed  undaunted 
City,  Calif.,  who  sang  in  the  "That exact! 
choir  and  served  as  a  counselor,  us  in  1950  here, 

"I  grew  up  knowing  about  Billy  and  God  was  at  work,”  Ire  said. 
Graham.  1  had  attended  a  cou-  Another  protester  was 
sins  of  pie  of  other  crusades,  but  this  apprehended  after  jumping 
1.  But  was  the  first  time  that  1  was  onto  the  stage  during  the  Snvi- 
tething  able  to  serve  at  one."  tation  time,  when  counselors 

Michael  Reagan,  son  of  the  were  meeting  with  people  who 
reme-  late  President  Ronald  Regan,  were  making  decisions, 
raharn  helped  to  introduce  Graham  The  Saturday  service 
all  His  with  a  powerful  testimony  focused  mostly  on  the  youth, 
it  went  about  his  own  salvation.  During  the  message,  Graham 


During  the  testimony,  Reagi 
opened  up  about  how  known  ^ 
Christ  had  helped  him  ovei> 
r  come  problems  as  a  child  and  a 

raharn  sat  sometimes  distant  relationship 
with  his  parents. 

"As  you  listen  tonight,  think 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
y  Christ  standing  at  the  doorway 
of  your  life  with  His  arms  open 
wide  wanting  to  give  you  a 
'  1.  ne  can  rid 
in  you  feel  toward 
someone  else,  maybe  even  your¬ 
self.  He  wants  to  embrace  you." 
The  crusade  wasn't  without 


^an  recalled  the  Jesus  Movement 
up  about  how  knowing  that  began  in  the  late  1960s. 

Graham  said  he  ponders  the 
potential  positive  effects  of 
the  same  sort  of  movement 
among  youth  today. 

"We  could  start  another 
culture  with  Jesus  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  obeying  His  command¬ 
ments,"  ne  said,  followed  by  a 
ive  you  a  roaring  applause  of  agree¬ 
ment  from  the  crowd. 

In  addition  to  the  12,000 
who  made  commitments  to 
Christ,  another  long-lasting 
benefit  for  Southern 
California  churches  will  be 
the  5,000  people  trained  to 
share  their  faith  through  the 
Christian  Life  and  mtness 
ned  to  Course,  which  all  counselors 
Bowl,  must  attend. 

The  12,500  decisions  made 
during  the  crusade  ranks  as 
one  of  Graham's  highest  totals 
over  the  past  few  years. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 

music,  Bayou  View  Baptist  Church  in 
Gulfport,  Mississippi.  The  applicant  will 
need  to  lead  both  traditional  and  con¬ 
temporary  worship  services.  Send  a 
resume  to  4709  Chamberlain  Ave., 
Gulfport,  MS  39507. 

CHURCH  ORGANIST: 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  street  level 


np  Steps.  Breathtaking  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  Aliceville  First  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a 

"*v  Columbusflackson,  (877)  477-1899. _  full-time  minister  to  serve  and  equip  our 

_  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  church  in  music  and  youth  ministries. 

cvacum^  /•  II  .  TO°  H^tcAvorship  leader  for  a  Southern  Baptist  Please  send  resumes  to  search  committee, 

today  (®77>  congregation  that  engages  in  a  blended  323  Broad  Street,  Aliceville,  AL  35442.  Or 
232-0686.  We  can  Help  I  Major  Medical  style  of  worship.  The  church's  television  call  (205)  373-2306  for  more  infatmation. 
Hospital  &  surgical  plan.  Doctors  office  ministry  covers  a  five  state  area.  Seminary  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  ACCEPTING 
visite,  prescription  drugs,  life,  dental,  degree  preferred.  Submit  resume  to  music  resumes  for  middle  school  minister. 

u  M  committee,  attn:  music  office,  2890  Must  have  minimum  of  three  years 

E  F  Hutton  insurant  S  C  eP  ®roa‘^way'  foducah,  42001 . _  experience  and  must  possess  a  master's 

t.  r.  Hutton  Insurance.  pas  mo-  taivabv  radtict  j _ n _ _  . _ L 


DANIEL 

Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  an 
organist  for  the  Sunday  School  services  in 
south  Jackson.  Send  resumes  to  person¬ 
nel!  committee  chairman,  Randy  Green, 
3784  Terry  Road,  lackson,  MS  39212. 


INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets,  (888)  879-0388 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  or  Bucmom710aol.com. 

_  health  insurance 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serv- 
ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800) 

605-2970. 


IS  MUSIC  YOUR  MINISTRY?  Do"you 
have  a  heart  for  youth?  Immanuel  Baptist 
Church,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  is  accepting 
resumes  for  minister  of  music/youth/edu - 
cation.  Send  to  personnel  committee  cha- 
riman,  Immanuel  Baptist  Church,  6949 
Hwy  61  South,  Vicksburg,  MS  391  SO- 
NEEDED:  MUSIC/YOUTH 

DIRECTOR,  Caledonia  Baptist 
Church.  Willing  to  start  both  programs 
from  ground  floor  in  newly  established 
church  (7  years  old)  in  Caledonia, 
Miss.  Send  resume  to  Bro.  Mike  Smith, 
P.O.  Box  39,  Caledonia,  MS  39740. 


